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CARPENTER SELECTS NEW PRINCIPAL FOR HICKMAN MILLS FRESHMAN CENTER 

South Kansas City-Today Superintendent Dennis L. Carpenter announced the selection of Venita 

Thurman as the new principal of Hickman Mills Freshman Center (HMFC) for the upcoming school year. 

Currently serving as the assistant principal at Smith Hale Middle School (SHMS) Thurman will be a breath 

of fresh air and add great leadership to the role as she begins her tenure as principal.  

Thurman was quite thrilled to hear the news, “I am super excited about the 

opportunity… It is all so surreal.  I also know I have big shoes to fill from the 

previous principal, but I'm ready to get to work!” 

Prior to her tenure at SHMS, Thurman served in the capacity of principal at the 

secondary level in Kansas City, Kansas, and Central America.  Thurman has also 

served as the dean of students and has experience with implementing small 

learning communities, a new initiative for the District at the high school level 

for the 2015-16 school year. 

Hayet Woods, principal at SHMS, stated “Ms. Thurman's calm demeanor, knowledge, experience, and 

enthusiasm make her one of the best leaders I have had and the good fortune of working with in my 25 

years in education. I am thrilled that Ms. Thurman has been selected as the new principal of HMFC. Ms. 

Thurman has served with the students she will work with next year for the past two years and she 

knows them and their families well.” 

Superintendent Carpenter is also thrilled to have Thurman at the helm of the Freshman Center, “Ms. 

Thurman has served the district for two years as a valuable member of our middle school administration 

team.  I know that these experiences and her commitment to enhancing the learning and lives of boys 

and girls will aid in further enhancing the culture of improvement that has been developed at HMFC. 

Congratulations Ms. Thurman!” 

       *** 

The mission of the Hickman Mills C-1 School District, a proudly diverse and historic community, is to provide a 
foundation for our students that maximizes academic success and fosters civic engagement 




